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/Becoming a part of Black history can be as easy as

' ‘being born by international parents. As adoptee Thomas
Brooks discovered in researching his biological parents,

seemingly ordinary pedple can do extraordinary things,

even the act of deciding to give a child away.
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wis 25 pears old when 1 decided to search for my
biological parents. Even though | had known of
my adoprion since 1 was 1l yearsold and had a

birth 1 learned that both of my patentsattended collage This
was more information than T had ever expected to find.

Myadoption report opened a portal to my bequest. And
although it was only the beginning of an adventuse that
would take me overseas 1o meet my birth parents and under-
standing their culture, my knowledge of an ancesmal link to
Kenya gave me a tangible link tgmy African heritage.

very good relationship with roy adoptive family. [
had a growing need to know more about my bio-
logical background Because 1 knew nothing of my biological

L. - parengs and their heritage. 1 felt somehow that my own
» human identity was partially lacking. As with many Aftican
Americans Whﬂsl.' family heritages were erased by cenmuries

of slavery, mT immediate birthrightwas a mystery.
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= errible people 1 would not want to

¥ befriend. Or, | imagined, if [ found
= them. they might deny they had any-
24! thing to do with me. They might not
é' @mnr any contact with me, perhaps

£ 1 was taken aback 1 recefve any informa-
SSion at all It was incredibly fulfilling to add
additianal pieces to the purzle of my own
dentiry. | felf like 1 had the majocity of what 1
Ranicd aficr getting the with the non-identify-

g informarion provided by the adoption
agency dboul my biological parents.

because they would notwant their lives
with theircurment familis inteoupted.
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A Twasmuln racial. My biological mother was a White
&b American, with Lithuandan Jewish ancestors who gave birth
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